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meaning = ‘o slip”, as the Jewish philologists infer
in their classical works.

These examples give a rveal knowledge of the
analysis of the author concerning the origin of roots
in the Hebrew and Arabic tanguages. 1 refer scholars,
specially linguistics and Orientalists, to p. 123, in
which the author deals with the word o to p. 42,
in which he deals with the word pgibyy: and
to p. 282, in which he deals with the word mn&.
since they will find important views, analysis and
illuminating suggestions.

I have selected these examples from the third
volume in order to slow the aulbior's masterly faculty
in comparative language study.

Finally, 1 would candidly emphasise without the
least bias that this standard work has never been
preceded in ils originalily by any other author let alone
excelled, and that it is destined to rank as one of
the classical productions of the Arabic language in

the field of comparative etymology.

I. A. EDHAM



to carry the new meaning the “open eye”.

On page 131, the author says :-
Hsayt o e 2l a3 o a5
l) Bl G iy diy e Gl b 14555 S
ey Uy o iy ) 4 JU Y ST 5Eall (vofro
I F  PPRUE [y QOO A 5 O PN S S
Al Vo y WK1 33800 Y uthl cor o 55 YL
ol dae g o s Jo Juy o)y Y NAS
i e 3 L O] S P PV

| Py

The term “fash” in Heprew gipn means “a
stumble”, “a fault” or a “slip”. But the author shows
that the real meaning is “to vie”, “to pride” or ‘“to
display vanity”.

This word used in Job, and the *Hagiographia”,
- as a collection of the eleven books, of which Job is
one, - has its source in an age which was probably
between the seventh century B.C. and the first century

A.D. That shows that the use of the word belongs

originally to the Ancient period of the Hebrew tongue.’

The origin of the word “fash” in Hebrew s

derived from the root ““f’+4sh” which means *vanity”,

but with a slow process, the term denotes a new

- XVI -



primary thought, we understand the importance of

the author’s point of view.

On page 66, the author says :-

Tlea 543t r“‘” e o ff.(f:.: vv/re sl 3
o sae YL Sl Ay SL (\___,lf Je ()KJ\J ol
Og il oy ¢ 8y Lallla 3.3 ) i e 131 )
il 3 1A oy A gtia Gt Lo ol 22 D10 )
oran By RV ULl G Flas ol 03,20 61 Gl 4
Ay iy bl K5 L s 5ol e I e O
Jalegy/g ol 8 A2 M b e opial! C,:izg s
TSP J PR g SO I PO R I L
W5 b n ol ¢y DT GBI G s« pall 12
A S e an e 2K L2 (e
(o=
The term “Shdalium™ in Hebrew pagl means “open
eve”. But as a matter ol fact. this term means
“to look with no favour™ or “lhe evil eye”. We know
that the use of the term in Moabite Hebrew returns
to a root in the Aramaic tongue which means *to
ook with no favour”; and the use of the term in
Numbers 24 - 3 vefers to origin, and by grafting

some addenda, the term developed in Ancient Hebrew
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new use as “‘lo vote”, “to cast lots for” or *‘to choose”.
On page 72, the author says :-
I VY 4:>-\ __,’)Iz,,_ ('iﬁ'- J\x‘.\ u,\ PLE RS, m— J.:.c
u‘é"ni AJJL..‘J V]QJ‘ 3 90 K\Jf_b s (YO/\’O Q»_;(_;’)
ol il L essatlaly bl gl WL .
sl Jain 4 s 151 0Ol o i slall ae
Ll 8
We know, that the term “Lsau’” i Hebrew nwy
is 2 noun, a name for the second brother to Jacob.
The real meaning and the origin of the term were
unknown until the author with new exploration had
shown that this word was derived from an original
root in the Semilic languages which means “fair”,
. that is to say that Esau when he was born, he was
fair. In Arabic, this root strikes us, in the form
“eis” © - v s g, the while camel with a fair pinkish
colour.

I have to remark here that is the history of
Abraham and the other Jewish patriachs  presents
to us grave doubts, as it is probable that they
were old tribal totems of Jewish tribes in their
carly bistory. Esau was a totem, probably a name

of an animal or a plant; and in the light of this
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and imaginary in form and is the oulcome of
comparing a group of words, the clucidates, - the
common parts belonging to the variable forms of the
root in all of them.

[ shall give the following extracts, as examples
for the analysis of the author.

On page 128, thc author says:-
J] Blae el 3 A K e il sat disy
IV St DL S Ly el Ll e )
s Y,e (K:»’Yb aall fae J\-\Z-‘Y‘_’ Jadl e edars

U U BT ot A ool b e iy it 1A

We know, that the term “Gardl” in Hebrew 5‘,13
means “to choose”, “‘to vote” and ‘‘to cast lots for’.
It has its root in “Gadal’, in Hebrew, b4y as all |
philologists of the Hebrew tongue infer. But the
investigation of the learned author has shown us that
the term “Garil” is original as a root in both Hebrew
and Arabic. and thus means ‘‘to vote with small

gravel” or “with small pebbles”.

By a slow progress, the meaning of the root had
developed; and after the Babylonish captivity, by
grafting some addenda, a new thought was created,

and the root became to carry a new meaning and a
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Muitre Mourad Farag, who is the Ex-Secrétaire
Scientifique de la Société d'études Historiques Juives
d’Egypte, is in addition onc ol the famous Jewish
linguistics. It seems likely that his mind has been
invesligating on similar lines the origin of the roots
of terms in Hebrew and Arabic, bul wilh a classiceal

method in his scarch.

The learned author was born in 1866 he studied
for law and became an advocale. Some ol his works
are legal, others poctic, and some others which
evoked much interest are philological. By far lhe
most important of them is this book, which can be
safely regard as his life work. His ideas, comparisons,
views on the roots of the terms of the two languages,
Hebrew and Arabic, and his analysis, have been
collected exhaustively in an unprecedented manner.

even by author himself.

[ shall not start here with any delinition of lhe
method of the author. because his melhod is subject-
ive. But I may give some outline of it, or at least
some characteristic marks. In the first place, cvery
Hebrew root is dealt with in relalion lo its equivalenl

in Arabic. A large part ol the notes is circumstantial
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Arabic is the best representative of the original
language, from’™ which all the Semitic tongues have
descended ; but Hebrew is the first which strikes no
differance from Arabic, and an idea of Arabic - the
ancient tongue which was spoken by the desert
Beduins - may be gained easily from Hebrew.

With this point of view Maitre Mourad Farag,
our learned Jewish scholar, who is second only to
Dr. Israel Wolfensohn (Abou Zouaib) as a champion of
Hebrew studies in contemporary Arabic literature.
takes his linguistic analysis, and this famous work
(The Unity of the two Semilic lanquages. ebrew and
Arabic), which had been noticed in ils first two volumes
with greal altention in Near East by the Jewish

colleagues and Arabic philologists, is the oulcome.

EE I 3
In asking me to wrile the introduction to this
third volume of his brilliant and inspiring work, he
has done me an honour and has given me the oppor-
tunity to emphasise that this classical work should be
of value to Orientalists as well as 1o philologists
who are interested in the developement of the Arabic

roots of terms and their equivalents in Hebrew in the

light of new researches in the two languages.
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made to carry new forms, For example, the root
“eb -er” 4 «£ in the Semitic family has its root
in “eb’, which means *“‘to enler” or “to mix up”;
from this root are derived many mecanings in the
Semitic languages: in Arabic ‘“‘to drink” = to enter
water without the breath; in Syriac *“a forest” =
the mixed up trees; in Hebrew “dense”, “rude”,
“rough”, or *“coarse” = mixed up in ils origin; aed
in Ethiopic “eb + el” = “the inler-woven muscles of

the body of a man™.

In these terms. which are from different tongues,
the original roots are similar, and that is the fact to
which we refer when we speak of the identity of

roots in the Semitic languages.

§: 4

When we compare the terms of the same root
or sub-root of the Hebrew language with their
corresponding terms in Arabic, one of the first points
which strikes us is tha.t they generally differ less
from each other than they do with Pheenician, Syriac,
Aramaic and Ethiopic, the principal languages (except
the Hemerite with which Arabic is associated)

belonging to the Semitic family.
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(and not with Aramaic), in possessing prefixed
articles, in the use of the Nifal, and in other minor
points. But in more notable features, H-brew and
Aramaic agree (contrary to Arabic), as in the absence
of broken plurals, the place of the accent, the aspi-
ration of certain alters whenever they are preceded
by a vowel sound. and the substitution of (Y) for (W)

as the first radical of

roots. To give further details
would carry us too lar into comparative grammar.
Speaking generally, it may be said that Hebrew is
less copious in vocabulary than Arabic (in which
tongue, however, the abundance of synonyms is largely
due to artificial combinations of several dialects) and
less rich in subtle distinctions of grammatical forms
and refinements of syntax. On the other hand,
Hebrew is much superior to Aramaic in flexibility of

structure, in fullness of vowels, and in the qualities

witich adapt a language for poetical expression.

The roots are identical in the Semitic family; but
such new words, from an etymological point of

view, are made by altering and combining old roots,
that is to say, by grafting on these roots some
addenda and creating new thoughts. Thus rools are
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The distinction of Hebrew from Arabic in
phonology, however, is in that Arabic, in common
with that of the North Semitic group, has developed
certain new sounds (d. lz, zh, hlt). The original
termination in Arabic of the case-ending in (m) has
become (n), i.e. the demonstrative has passed into an
article, which characterizes the whole of the South
Semitic branch (o which Arabic belongs. Of the
nineleen original conjugations of Semitic tongues,
Arabic preserves nine, and jts vocabulary is singu-
larly large and abounds in delicate distinctions of

meanmngs.

The fundameatal distinctions of grammar are
wholly in both the Hebrew and Arabic languages ex-

pressed by symbols, and the verb is a late growth.

Among the points in which Hebrew differs from
both Arabic and Aramaic may be mentioned the
consonantal relations already spoken of, the system of
tone - long vowels, the use of the Waw consecutive,
the (1) of the causative and reflexive stems and of the
articles, and the ’compensation for omitting the
reduplication of gutturals and (1) by lengthening

a preceding vowel. Yet, Hebrew agrees with Arabic
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have descended from a single parent tongue which
belongs to the ‘‘agglutinative” languages.

To this fact | refer the analogies of Turkish
scholars which show the connection of Hebrew with
the Turanian languages and that Hebrew is classed
in the Semitic family, as ancient philologists infer.
The connection belween the Hebrew and Sumerian
tongues is due in my optnion to a deep ancestral
connection, since the Sumerian language belongs to
the “agglutinative” languages, and Hebrew belongs
to the “inflective” languages; and the latter ultimatily
belong to the first as ancestral.

§:3

Hebrew is but a local dialect of the Canaanite
tribes, the fragments of its ancient form are
preserved in the Old Testament, and it is the only
source of our knowledge of it, and the languages, of
most of these tribes had been reduced to the same
uniform level shortly after the Babylionan captivity.
Modern Hebrew may be attributed to two periods :
the first extending to the twelfth century, with the
“Mishna" as its principal mon-ument. and the second

taking its start with revival of Jewish literature in the
south of France.
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From this point of view Tnrkish scholars consider
that the Hebrew larguage is a sub-family from the
Sumeric - Turanian language. This fact is quite clear
to the Turkish philologists, in the light of ‘' Giines

Dil Teorisi”, the theory of Turkish scholars on the

origin of languages.
§:2

The Turanian group of languages are of that class
called “agglutinative” - forming words, i. e. by putting
first the root, which carries the original meaning, and
following it by suffixes strung on to modify it. Thus
in Turkish, the root *sev”, “to love”, makes
“sevishdirilmediler’” — they were not to be brought
to love one another. In some languages of this class,
as Max Miiller refers, a remarkable law of vowel-
harmony compels the suffix to conlorm its vowel to
that of the root it is attached to, as if to make clear
to the hearer that it belongs to it; thus in Hungarian

flaz == house, forms “MHazam” = my house, but

szék == chair, forms székem = my chair.

To this group the Sumerian tongue belongs and,
as a matter of fact, we know that the Aryan and the

Semiitic tongues - as being “inflective” languages -
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was still a broad, though vague, polytheism. The
Gods seem to have been as numerous and localised
as in Ancient Egypt. “According to the number of thy
citics are thy Gods, O Judah !'" says the Prophet
Jeremiah in the sixth century before Christ. [t was,
as Robertson Smith mentions in his admirable work
“The Religion of the Semiles”, only by a slow process
of syncretism, by the absorption into Jahweh-worship
of all other conflicting creeds, that the Israelite religion

at last attained its full idea of pure monotheism.

Thus we are shown that the voot of the term

“Hebrew” can not be derived from a root denoting

“to know one God", as Maitre Mourad Farag infers.

I think we cannot consider from a broad philo-
logical view the real meaning ol the term *‘Hebrew™.
It may be derived from a Sumeric root, from “Eber”,
a Turanian tribe. This has been well investigated by
Dutch, German, Russian and Turkish scholars.

According to this view, the Israelites were a single
small group of Turanian tribes. We can say with
Bayan H.Reshid Tankut, that the Israelite tribes, owing
to their long sojourn in the Near East behind Semitic
tribes, have left their original characteristics and
assumed Semitic qualities.
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explained as “a pilgrim”, “a dweller on the other

’

side”, “a cross of the river”. Orientalists think the

term *“‘Hebrew” is derived from this root, that the
Hebrew tribes passed the desert from the Ur of Chaldees
to Canaan across the Jordan river. Rev. A. H. Savce
points out in lis famous book, *““Iiarly [istory of

Hebrews” , that Abraham is called “‘the Hebrew”

before he became Abraham the father of Isaac and
the Isracelites ; and when he was al Ur of Chaldees he

was asked: who is the Hebrew ? he replied: He is 1!

Unfortunately, the evidence of the Old Testament
is by no mecans clear, and archalogical discoverics

have as yet given us no help.

According to Maitre Mourad Farag, the Jewish
philologist, the term ‘“Hebrew” comes [rom a root in
the Semitic languages which means ‘‘to know one
God”, and that is to say the Jewish tribes in their
early history knew one God, in a pure monotheism ;
but compratively we know from the Jewish History,
that Jahweh was but one and the highest among a
considerable group of lIsraelite divinitics, the first
among his peers. As late as the century of Hezakiah,

the religion of the great mass of Israelites and Jews
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INTRODUCTION

By 1. A. EDHAM, uitt 0. (Hon), Ph. D., Sc. 0. (Moscow).
Vice-President of the Russian Soviet Institute
for Islamic Studies;

Mcmber of the Russian Academy;

Regius Professor at the College of History, Stamboul.

§: 1
Of all the branches of the Semitic Phylum, the
Israelites stand most distinguishable in the eyes of
Orientalists who attribute their continued success to

the inherent high qualities of their race.

If we examine those factors by which the

Israelites are most powerfully influenced, we shall
find that they may be principally classed into two:
namely the purity of the Israelite race and their
international co-operation. To the first of these
factors may be referred all the internal phenomena
by which the Hebrews have been permanently
affected. To the second factor, or what I call a

natural aspect of the Jewish race, are to be attributed

the principal results of Hebrew History.

The term ¢Hebrew” comes from a root which

means “to pass” or “to cross over”. [t has been variously
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